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• ASRY is world’s 
first shipyard to win 
ISO 9002 Quality 
Certification

• Opens plant to 
turn waste oil sludge 
from ships into oil 
and fertilizer

• Began building new 
slipways

• 1st New Vessel 
“Shadeed” built by 
ASRY

• Enters Float-
ing Storage and 
Offloading (FSO) 
vessel conversion 
market
“Knock 
Taggart”

• Successful docking 
of tanker “Sea 
Splendour”, despite 
being 7m longer 
than 
graving 
dock 

• ASRY is first 
shipyard to win 
ISO9001:2000 
Quality Certification

• ASRY forms a new 
division to handle 
offshore oil and gas 
related work, ASRY 
Offshore 
Services 
(AOS) 
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• The late H.H. Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa pouring sacred “Zamzam” water at the inauguration of the dry dock.1977

1996 1998 2001 2008

The history of ASRY closely follows the birth of 
the super tanker following the closure of the Suez 
Canal in the 1960s and the resultant emergence 
of the VLCC (Very Large Crude Carrier) and the 
ULCC (Ultra Large Crude Carrier).  The largest 
ships of their type in the world needed new 
drydocks for repair and maintenance, so the seven 
countries that make up OAPEC (Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Libya, Saudi Arabia and the UAE) decided 
to build a large, modern repair yard to provide 

repair and maintenance facilities for these large 
tankers serving the Arabian Gulf oil terminals. 

Bahrain was selected as the location for the 
new shipyard, the first major repair facility 
in the Arabian Gulf, due to the availability of 
suitable human resources, developed industrial 
infrastructure and a favourable site that gave 
shelter from rough seas and high winds, together 
with satisfactory water depth and a large 

manoeuvring basin. ASRY opened for business 
in September 1977, with just one 500,000dwt 
graving dock. 

From its birth as a Super Tanker repair yard, ASRY 
has developed into a world leader in the repair 
and maintenance of all types of ships, as well as 
offshore craft. 

HISTORY OF ASRY

• Realising a vision
• Land reclamation 
starts with invest-
ment of $340m.  
ASRY established

• First repair on a 
Liquefied Natural 
Gas Carrier 
“ Fortune Vessel”

• ASRY taps fresh 
water spring on 
sea bed, a world 
technology first.

• Two floating docks 
inaugurated, after 
70 day journey from 
Florida 

• Dry dock accepts 
world’s biggest 
tanker, World 
Petronas

• Fits world’s largest 
propeller (11m, 
70 tons) to tanker 
“Wind Escort”

• Dredging begins for 
new floating docks 
and dolphin towers 
• New compressed 
air and 
services 
buildings 
built for 
floating 
docks

• ‘Seafarer Centre’ 
social club opened 
for crews of ships 
under repair
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Any regular visitor, or for that matter any first 
time visitor, to the Kingdom of Bahrain can’t 
fail to realise that Bahrain is booming. The 
archipelago of 33 islands covering 707km² of 
the Arabian Gulf, just off the east coast of Saudi 
Arabia, is fast tracking to become the financial 
capital of the Middle East and the transportation 
hub in the Arabian Gulf.

The Government’s policy to diversify the economy 
from its oil-based reliance is ongoing, with 
financial services, industrial and shiprepair all major 
contributors to the GDP. Major projects underway 
in Bahrain at present include tourist projects at 
Durrat Al Bahrain and Amwaj Islands, the US $1.5bn 
commercial, residential and leisure development at 
Bahrain Financial Harbour, Cargo Oasis air freight 
centre, the Bahrain International Investment Park, 
Bahrain Investment Wharf, ‘Bahrain Gateway’ - the 
major new commercial port, Khalifa Bin Salman Port 
and the new Bahrain Logistics Zone (BLZ), and the 
Friendship Causeway, linking the Kingdom with oil 
and gas rich Qatar.

Bahrain’s Economic Development Board sees 
the new Friendship Causeway as a boost for 
the country’s role as an ideal access point for 
international companies, especially those in the 
oil and gas markets, to develop their business in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) economies. 

The Friendship Causeway will be the world’s 
largest marine causeway when completed in 
2014 and the US $3bn project is one of the 
most important infrastructure projects in the 
region. When the bridge is completed it will offer 
over 40km of dual carriageway running across 
22km of viaducts over the sea and 18km of 

embankments. Travel time from Qatar to Bahrain 
by car is expected to be reduced from four and a 
half hours to around 30 mins!

The new causeway will also provide a connection 
for future high speed freight and passenger rail 
lines between Bahrain and Qatar, and there are 
also plans to extend the route to link Istanbul, 
Turkey with Muscat, Oman.

Meanwhile, the recently opened new Khalifa Bin 
Salman port in Bahrain is the first of two major 
projects under the ‘Bahrain Gateway’ banner. 

Bahrain is in a prime location in the heart 
of the Arabian Gulf, nestled between Saudi 
Arabia’s industrial eastern province, to which it 
is connected to be the King Fahd Causeway, and 
the fast emerging oil and gas rich state of Qatar.  
The Kingdom also lies equidistant between 
Kuwait and Iraq in the north and massive port 
of Jebel Ali in Dubai to the south.

With the opening of the new port, for the first 
time ever, Bahrain will be attracting the largest 
containerships in the world, with the country 
set to become the transhipment hub for the 
Northern Arabian Gulf. The BLZ, meanwhile, is set 
to be fully operational by the second quarter of 
2011. Already four ‘anchor tenants’ have leased 
land/warehouses at the BLZ, including some of 
the largest names in the international logistics 
world – CEVA, Danzas, Marina Trading and the 
Landmark Group.

Bahrain’s growth is mirrored by that of national 
flag airline Gulf Air and new low cost operator 
Bahrain Air, both of which will be familiar to 

visitors to ASRY and AOS.

Gulf Air is currently in the middle of a major 
company overhaul of all areas of operation 
and moving back into air cargo, while new low 
cost airline Bahrain Air continues to increase its 
services to destinations in the Arabian Gulf and 
India.  

To cope with booming air traffic, Bahrain 
International Airport is undergoing a $350M 
expansion, which will see the airport’s capacity 
rise to 15M per annum by 2015 and 22M per 
annum by 2020.

At the same time the Cargo Oasis project will 
turn the airport into one of the regions leading air 
freight centres.  This new facility, currently under 
construction, will be linked directly to the Bahrain 
International Investment Park and the Bahrain 
Investment Wharf.  DHL, meanwhile, has chosen 
Bahrain as its hub for the Middle East.

BOOMING BAHRAIN!

Khalifa Bin Salman Port 
commenced operation on 
15th April, 2009

Bahrain is on the fast-track 
to becoming the financial 
capital of the Middle East
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Services & Facilities

ASRY opened for business in 1977 and was one 
of the first major shipyards in the Arabian Gulf 
area. Since then it has become one of the world’s 
leading shiprepairers and conversion specialists.

Track Record
ASRY’s record of providing shipowners worldwide a 
consistent and high quality service was recognised 
in 1995 when the yard received DNV’s certification 
with ISO Standard 9002:1994. Furthermore, in 
October 2001 the shipyard became the first major 
shiprepair facility to achieve DNV certification to 
the new ISO Standard 9001:2000 and in May 2003 
the yard achieved certification of EMS ISO 14001 
on the environment and in November 2004 the 
OHSAS 18001 certification on occupational health 
and safety.

Customer Care
From the start ASRY’s policy has been to create a 
spirit of mutual trust and regard when discussing 
specifications, tenders and invoices with its 

customers, so that difficult issues can be solved 
amicably. The number of repeat customers at 
the yard is testament to this approach. However 
ASRY is constantly looking for ways to enhance 
services and cater to the industry’s future 
needs. As part of the shipyard’s customer care 
initiative, a suite of modern offices are provided 
for Owner’s Representatives, providing the latest 
communications and office services. 

A dedicated Seafarers’ Centre is also available at 
the yard, providing ship’s crews with games, TV, 
videos, refreshments and telephone facilities.

Focus on Safety
‘Safety First’ is the bold message written in 
huge capital letters across the dock head of the 
500,000dwt graving dock, providing a visible 
statement of ASRY’s comprehensive safe operating 
procedure. A safety meeting is held onboard each 
vessel during its first day in the yard.  ASRY is also able 
to accept vessels inerted.

Dry Dock
ASRY’s No.1 dock is a 500,000dwt capacity 
graving dock with a length overall of 375m 
and an overall width of 75m, and is capable of 
handling multiple dockings. Ships with draughts 
up to 8.5m can cross the sill – set at 9m below 
chart datum – and vessels with draughts as deep 
as 10.4m can enter in certain tidal conditions. 
Four dockside arms provide access to almost the 
entire surface area of a VLCC for such tasks as 
cutting, welding, blasting and painting. 

Floating Docks
The shipyard has two floating docks. Dock No. 
2 has an overall length of 252m and a clear 
width of 44m.  With a lifting capacity of 33,000 
tonnes this dock can accommodate vessels up to 
120,000dwt. Dock No.3 has an overall length of 
227m and a clear width of 40m.  With a lifting 
capacity of 30,000 tonnes this floating dock is 
ideal for Panamax vessels.

Slipways
ASRY’s two large slipways, which opened for 
business this year, each have a berth length of 
255m and are capable of handling vessels up to 
15,000dwt. Each slipway is equipped with 360 
tonnes of pulling capacity, capable of berthing a 
vessel of 5,000 tonnes. Maximum vessel size on 
the slipways is 140m x 20m, with a draught of 
4.5m. The slipways are serviced by two crawler 
cranes of 80 tonne and 15 tonne capacity 
respectively and are also suitable for newbuilding 
work.

Repair Jetties and Berths
ASRY offers a total of 11 repair berths with a total 
berthing length of around 2,500m.

Repair Facilities

Craneage  
The yard’s large graving dock is equipped with 
one 100 tonne capacity crane and one 15 tonne 
capacity crane, both with a maximum outreach of 
65m. The two finger jetties are covered by three 
15 tonne cranes, while the two floating docks 
each have three cranes of 12 tonne capacity. 
ASRY also has a large floating crane capable of 
lifting 200 tonnes at 50m above water level as 
well as two new slipway cranes. 
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